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EQUALITIES AND HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE 

CHILDREN (EQUAL PROTECTION FROM ASSAULT) (SCOTLAND) BILL  

SUBMISSION FROM CLARA GRAY  

I agree with the actions of the proposed bill. 

I am 17 years old and while I have not been assaulted by my parents, I am a Human Rights 
Defender and strongly support the work and evidence that CYPCS and Together Scotland 
have put forward to support this bill. I worked closely with the Scottish Children’s 
Commissioner Bruce Adamson and his office and as a result I had the amazing opportunity 
to interview UN Special Rapporteur on Violence Against Children, Marta Santos Pais. I 
asked for her views on incorporation of the UNCRC, the min. age of criminal responsibility 
and equal protection. We discussed the fact that children are people too and we need laws 
to protect us because children are inherently unequal to adults and therefore are deserving 
of special protections. I believe that it is the responsibility of the State to rectify this not 
individual care givers. This is obvious because then our right to be treated equally would be 
infringed. This bill would highlight children and young people as citizen of today rather than 
citizens of the future.  

While I agree with the content of the Bill, I believe that this enquiry stage should be 
extended a wee bit to allow for the views of children to be heard in the making of a bill that 
primarily concerns them. Should gather the views of children and young people from 
specifically vulnerable groups like those who are care experienced, young offenders, and 
those who are victims of Adverse Childhood Experiences. Must consult young people of all 
ages, across the nation in a suitable manner and with age-appropriate language. To 
achieve this, I suggest contacting Young Scot, CYPCS or SYP and CYP.  

I approve of the separate form that has been provided for those under the age of 12, 
however the inclusion of the need for parental consent puts up a massive barrier for kids 
who feel vulnerable. Especially if a child is being abused and wants to contribute to the 
enquiry but can’t as the submission requires consent.  

There is no better time to implement this bill than in the 30th year of the UNCRC and this 
should be a fact that we should take full advantage of - using the prominence of the year to 
promote Scotland’s strive to stay a world leader in terms of children’s human rights. 

 

 


